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*Includes a table of contents Although the Sumerians continue to get second or even third billing compared to the Babylonians and Assyrians,
perhaps because they never built an empire as great as the Assyrians or established a city as enduring and great as Babylon, they were the people
who provided the template of civilization that all later Mesopotamians built upon. The Sumerians are credited with being the first people to invent
writing, libraries, cities, and schools in Mesopotamia (Ziskind 1972, 34), and many would argue that they were the first people to create and do those
things anywhere in world. For a people so great it is unfortunate that their accomplishments and contributions, not only to Mesopotamian
civilization but to civilization in general, largely go unnoticed by the majority of the public. Perhaps the Sumerians were victims of their own
success; they gradually entered the historical record, established a fine civilization, and then slowly submerged into the cultural patchwork of their
surroundings. Among the many cities of the ancient world, Rome and Athens may come to mind first, but the city of Babylon in the land of
Mesopotamia was already an ancient, venerated city when the others were still inconsequential settlements. Today, Babylon has become a byword
for greed, excess, and licentiousness, mostly due to its mention in the Bible, but a closer examination reveals that Babylon was so much more, and
even perhaps the most important city in the ancient world. Ancient Babylon was home to great dynasties that produced some of the world s most
influential leaders, most notably Hommurabi and...
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