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Notes and Queries, Vol. 1: A Medium of Intercommunication for Literary Men, General Readers, Etc.; January-June, 1910 But Mr. Thomas, in his
illegitimate use of two out of the four contemporary accounts as documents on which to convict Savage of dishonesty, exposes himself to a charge
of inaccuracy as great as, if not greater than, any proved against Savage. And the more we examine the inaccuracy of Mr. Thomas in detail, the
more damning becomes the exposure, as in the particular of Savage s alleged godmother Mrs. Lloyd. The phrase Mrs. Lloyd his godmother occurs
both in Curll and in the anonymous Life of 1727. In Savage s own accounts he makes no allusion to his godmother; and in his letter to Mrs. Carter he
speaks of Mrs. Lloyd, not as his godmother, but as the person who took care of me. Mr. Moy Thomas discovered that the name of the godmother to
the Countess of Macclesfield s baby boy was Ousley. He hastened to point out the grave discrepancy between the names of Ousley and Lloyd (the
alleged name of Savage s godmother in the two accounts not Savage s). At this stage the importance of fathering the Life of 1727 upon Savage
became red hot for the constructive critic, and he wrote (27 November): who can doubt that the original version of this story [i.e., of the death of
Savages nurse and the discovery among her papers of his origin] in the Life was from Savage? Again the answer is short and decisive. Every
dispassionate inquirer will doubt it in the absence of all evidence to prove it. Savage never wrote that Mrs. Lloyd was his godmother, but...
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