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American Studies - Miscellaneous, , language: English, abstract: This term paper will give a
descriptive summary of the sound patterns used in African American vernacular English, but will
also go further by discussing the linguistic environments in which such patterns occur. It is restricted
to the phonological features of the consonant system of African American vernacular English
(AAVE) and does not deal with the characteristics of the vowel system. Furthermore, this term paper
should show that speakers of AAVE do not haphazardly insert and delete sound and that it is not fair
to evaluate the sounds as 'lazy speech' since the patterns used in the sound system of AAVE are
completely regular and the way in which sound combinations occur, is very systematic and based
on defined rules. This work also tries to make clear what AAVE is and in which ways it is different
and similar to general American and Standard English. The first chapter introduces two different
theories about the question how African American English might...
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