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**xxx Excerpt from James K. O connor, His Voice and Pen: Being a Collection of Addresses, Speeches, Newspaper Articles, Etc;, Emanating From the
Above Source In these days of horseless carriages, wireless telegrams, heartless humans and thoughtless speech, it does not require much agility or
a great stretch of the imagination to jump back a quarter of a century - in fancy. Close then your eyes and take the leap with me. The time, 1879 -
the place, the old Academy building in the Fifth Ward of sacred memory - to John Brandegee, who still clings, and to His Honor, Mayor Talcott, and
to myself, who in days of old clung to residences in that bailiwick with as much tenacity as did ever Michael O Rourke, Dan Shadrach, Couchy
Meyers, Cale Dunn or John Davy Hackett. My, how the memories crowd! First comes the thought of Friday afternoon rhetoricals, and how soon
every sixth week did roll around. A harsh, strident voice rasps out, And the rider of that black horse was Benedict Arnold. Poor old black horse, how
many times he has ridden across that school platform, and charged the heights. But Arnold was not allowed a monopoly on the charging business,
for Zagonyi s Charge many a time and oft did faithful duty, but won its greatest favor when accompanied by the graceful presence and pleasing
voice of W. Fred Adams. A few moments more and we hear the deafening crash of artillery, amid the blackness of desolate night, only to be relieved
by the resonant tones of Herman Reichert, shouting, Lights! Lights! It is, it is the march of Attila! And then floats a peaceful...
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