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*xx*x* Excerpt from Political Observations on the Test Act Fourthly. What is to be laid down on these heads, will be concluded with some strictures on
such political arguments brought in favour of the repeal, as seem to be most intitled to consideration. 1. The test act is first to be shown to be part of
the Constitution in the higher and stricter sense of the term, from the nature of a Constitution considered in the abstract; and in addition to this, the
consequences of its original institution, and the benefits attending its subsequent extension, will be pointed out. Every Nation, not under a despotic
Sovereign, is governed by written or by traditional laws called customs. The laws are divisible into two classes: the first which relates to the
governors, and the second to the subject: those relating to the governors are called Constitutional. The laws therefore which prescribe first who shall
govern, and secondly sense of the term; or fundamental laws of the constitution. The function of every government not despotic, are divided into
two great branches, the legislative and the executive: and it is determined by the fundamental principles of the constitution, to whom the exercise of
both or either, shall be intrusted. And a change of these laws is a change of the fundamentals of its constitution. As for example, those which
determine how the executive power shall be formed; which laws by their nature, must direct the mode of investing particular persons, capable of
being so invested. And to contract or extend this description, is to make a change in the fundamentals parts of the constitution. About the Publisher
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