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Createspace Independent Publishing Platform, 2015. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.A
few years ago the world was suddenly astounded by hearing of an experiment of a most novel and daring nature, altogether unprecedented in the
annals of science. The BALTIMORE GUN CLUB, a society of artillerymen started in America during the great Civil War, had conceived the idea of
nothing less than establishing direct communication with the Moon by means of a projectile! President Barbican, the originator of the enterprise,
was strongly encouraged in its feasibility by the astronomers of Cambridge Observatory, and took upon himself to provide all the means necessary
to secure its success. Having realized by means of a public subscription the sum of nearly five and a half millions of dollars, he immediately set
himself to work at the necessary gigantic labors. In accordance with the Cambridge men s note, the cannon intended to discharge the projectile was
to be planted in some country not further than 28 north or south from the equator, so that it might be aimed vertically at the Moon in the zenith.
The bullet was to be animated with an initial velocity of 12,000 yards to the second. It was to be fired o  on the night of December 1st, at thirteen
minutes and twenty seconds before eleven o clock, precisely. Four days a erwards it was to hit the Moon, at the very moment that she reached her
perigee, that is to say, her nearest point to the Earth, about 228,000 miles distant. The leading members of the Club, namely President Barbican,
Secretary Marston, Major Elphinstone and General Morgan, forming the executive committee, held several meetings to discuss the shape and
material of the bullet, the nature and position of the cannon, and...
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