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**xxx Excerpt from American Fossil Cycads, Vol. 2: Taxonomy In brinsring to completion a second volume on the petrified cycads the material
inviting exact study seems more impressive than ever. The actual number of stems in the several collections has not been much increased since the
publication of Volume I, but the aggregate of finely conserved structure which is gradually being located and made available for study is great.
Nordo the European collections fall behind those of America in interest. Although somewhat less extensive, their structural interest coequals that of
the American collections. Easily the most noteworthy addition to the American series is the monocarpic trunk of the United States National Museum
discovered by Dr. N. H. Darton in the Hermosa segment of the Black Hills Rim in certain respects the most remarkable fossil plant of any kind or age
ever recovered. Fortunately, however, the study of the Cycadeoids has reached a point where progress is less dependent on rare or unusually
conserved specimens. To this result the discovery of related Williamsonians has greatly contributed; equally so the precise methods for the study of
casts and imprints introduced by Professor Nathorst and others. The expanding field of cycad investigation has thus taken on permanent interest,
and it is certain that museum collections will be signally enlarged, while those already accumulated hold the attention of botanists. In the prefatory
note to Volume | the opportunity for extended study and comparison of Cycadeoidean seeds was emphasized, and it is believed that the chapter
now devoted to this subject fully justifies singling it out. Even without the increase of material afforded by the Hermosa cycadeoid it was evident that
the seeds...
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