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Ramesses wearing the nemes headdress surmounted by a cobra diadem. The statue was retrieved from the mortuary temple of Ramesses at Thebes
(the Ramesseum ) by Giovanni Belzoni in 1816. Belzoni wrote a fascinating account of his struggle to remove it, both literally, given its colossal size,
and politically. After its arrival in England and its acquisition, the Colossal Statue of Ramesses was to become among the most famous objects in the
British Museum s Egyptian collection and is of significant historical interest. Beautifully illustrated with photographs of the statue and contextual
images, and including archival material relating to the British Museum s acquisition, this book tells the story of this magnificent artifact, discussing
alongside the draw of colossal Egyptian sculpture, the history of the reign of Ramesses Il and the nature of the statue s acquisition.
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