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W h at i s Soci ol ogy?
By Norbert Elias

Columbia University Press, United States, 1984. Paperback. Book Condition: New. Revised ed.. 216 x
136 mm. Language: English . Brand New Book. What is Sociology? presents in concise and
provocative form the major ideas of a seminal thinker whose work-spanning more than four
decades-is only now gaining the recognition here it has long had in Germany and France. Unlike
other post-war sociologists, Norbert Elias has always held the concept of historical development
among his central concerns; his dynamic theories of the evolution of modern man have remedied
the historical and epistemological shortcomings of structualism and ethno-methodology. What is
Sociology? refines the arguments that were first found in Elias massive work on the civilizing
process, in which he formulated his major assertions about the interdependence of the making of
modern man and modern society. It is Elias contention that changes in personality structureembodied in phenomena ranging from table manners and hygiene habits to rites of punishment
and courtly love-inevitably reflect and mould patterns of control generated by new political and
social instututions. Elias rejection of a dichotomy between individual and society, and his use of
psychoanalysis, political theory, and social history, help restore a fullness of resource to sociology.
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Reviews
This book is indeed gripping and interesting. It really is rally exciting throgh studying period. Its been written in an extremely easy way and is particularly
merely soon after i finished reading this book through which in fact changed me, affect the way i think.
-- Aisha Lemke
These sorts of publication is the perfect pdf accessible. It is filled with wisdom and knowledge You are going to like the way the author write this book.
-- Sunny Thompson
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