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replicable methodologies for quickly assessing key ecosystem values in the field are essential for conservation planning and decision-making at the
local to regional scale at which most threats occur. Rapid biological assessments are a cost-e ective solution to this problem, providing data in a
timely manner to address a wide range of conservation needs, and in particular to establish a baseline that can be used to detect changes over
time.A great deal of high level methodological guidance exists, but most lack practical detail. A few books describe relatively comprehensive
sampling methods but do not focus on a core set of standardized methods, making it di icult to decide which protocols to adopt. Other
publications are available with lengthy, detailed guidance on sampling individual taxa. The editor believes this is the first book that focuses
exclusively on a concise, practical set of standardized protocols for a wide range of taxa. This is no simple task. Many scientists tend to employ their
own individualized, o en opportunistic, approaches for finding as many species as possible in a short time, sometimes honed through decades of
personal experience. These contributions are invaluable, yet do not address many conservation requirements.While not intended to replace these
methods, the identification of a core, at-a-minimum set of standardized methods, including innovative and automated approaches where
applicable, is of great importance for making the results of rapid surveys comparable and replicable across sites and over time. Typically, rapid
assessments require at least one week per site. A critical and o en unanswered question in baseline assessments is how to know when sampling
e ort is su icient. We have addressed this question with representative species accumulation curves and analyses in each individual chapter. The
focus of this book is...
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