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fear that | have not got much to say about Canada, not having seen much; what | got by going to Canada was a cold. | left Concord, Massachusetts,
Wednesday morning, September 25th, 1850, for Quebec. Fare, seven dollars there and back; distance from Boston, five hundred and ten miles; being
obliged to leave Montreal on the return as soon as Friday, October 4th, or within ten days. | will not stop to tell the reader the names of my fellow-
travelers; there were said to be fifteen hundred of them. | wished only to be set down in Canada, and take one honest walk there as | might in
Concord woods of an afternoon. The country was new to me beyond Fitchburg. In Ashburnham and afterward, as we were whirled rapidly along, |
noticed the woodbine (Ampelopsis quinquefolia), its leaves now changed, for the most part on dead trees, draping them like a red scarf. It was a
little exciting, suggesting bloodshed, or at least a military life, like an epaulet or sash, as if it were dyed with the blood of the trees whose wounds it
was inadequate to stanch. For now the bloody autumn was come, and an Indian warfare was waged through the forest. These military trees
appeared very numerous, for our rapid progress connected those that were even some miles apart. Does the woodbine prefer the elm? The first
view of Monadnock was obtained five or six miles this side of Fitzwilliam, but nearest and best at Troy and beyond. Then there were the Troy cuts
and embankments. Keene Street strikes the traveler favorably, it is so wide, level, straight, and long. I...
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