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***x* Excerpt from The Discovery of America Magazine, 1892 In the meantime | had learned from some Indians whom | had seized that the country
was certainly an island, and therefore | sailed towards the east, coasting to the distance of three hundred and twenty-two miles, which brought us to
the extremity of it; from this point | saw lying eastwards another island, fifty-four miles distant from Juana (Cuba), to which | gave the name of
Espagnola (Hayli). | went thither, and steered my course eastward as | had done at Juana, even to the distance of five hundred and sixty-four miles
along the north coast. This said island of Juana (Cuba) is exceedingly fertile, as indeed are all the others; it is surrounded with many bays, spacious,
very secure and surpassing any that | have ever seen; numerous large and beautiful rivers intersect it, and it also contains many very lofty
mountains. All these islands are very beautiful, and distinguished by a diversity of scenery; they are filled with a great variety of trees of an immense
height, and which | believe to retain their foliage in all seasons; for when | saw them they were as verdant and luxuriant as they usually are in Spain
in the month of May - some of them were blossoming, some bearing fruit, and all flourishing in the greatest perfection, according to their respective
stages of growth, and the nature and quality of each; yet the islands are not so thickly wooded as to be impassable. The nightingale and various
birds were singing in countless numbers, and that in November, the month in which | arrived there. There are besides...
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