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***** Rowland Broomhead was born into a recusant Catholic family in Sheffield, but his life and work were to impact on the whole of the Northern
Vicariate-which included Lancashire, Cheshire, Yorkshire, Cumberland, Westmoreland, Northumberland and Durham-and especially in the
establishment of Ushaw College; hence a veritable Apostle of the North . The recusant experience formed his early years and laid the rudiments of
his faith, and he continued his schooling at Sedgley Park Hall, near Dudley, before moving on in 1765 to the Venerable English College in Rome,
where he spent the next ten years. He was appointed to the mission in Sheffield in 1775 and despite the short period of his tenure was there long
enough to influence the local Catholic population, reluctant to see him go to Manchester in 1778. His apostolate was set against the backdrop of a
nation rapidly changing with the Industrial Revolution and at war in Europe, especially with France, with political unrest in Ireland and revolution
and war in America; all of which touched his life and the lives of the people in Manchester. These problems were a catalyst towards Catholic
Emancipation, and Broomhead arrived in Manchester, where many of the inhabitants had a reputation for being anti-Catholic and anti-Irish in the
same year as the government passed the First Catholic Relief Act. Until 1787 he worked not just in Manchester but across a large area of south-east
Lancashire and parts of Derbyshire and Cheshire. When he then became missioner in charge at Manchester he was able to concentrate on work in
the town, and established himself in civic affairs, especially charitable hospitals and serving the poor. Broomhead was deeply involved in his...
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