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**xxxx Excerpt from Discourses, Delivered to the Second Presbyterian Society, in Newburyport, August 20, 1812: The Day Recommended by the
President of the United States, for National Humiliation and Prayer This Psalm is a short and concise history of the multiplied and unprovoked
rebellions of the ungrateful Israelites; and the writer of it enumerates their sins and provocations against the goodness and blessings of God unto
them. Jehovah had conducted them safely through scenes the most trying, and through dangers the most formidable and imminent, and brought
them to the confines of the promised land; hut the spies brought an ill report of it. though they owned it was a land overflowed with milk and honey;
hut (hat there were such difficulties to possess it, which they thought insuperable: and hence the people despised it - in as much as when they were
bid to go and possess it, they refused; and did not chuse to be at any difficulty in subduing the inhabitants of it, or run any risk or hazard of their
lives in taking it, though the Lord had promised to give it them and settle them in it. But they seemed rather inclined to make themselves a captain,
and return to Egypt, which was interpreted a despising the pleasant land. - See Numb. xiv. 1. This history conveys much instruction to us, and is well
adapted to the designs of the day. And, before we proceed in illustrating and improving it; the speaker must premise, that it is not his intent ion to
irritate and inflame the feelings of any, in what he may deliver upon the present occasion. His motives are, the discharge...
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