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**xxxx Excerpt from Improvement Era, Vol. 20: July, 1917 Our national flag was approved by an Act of the Second Continental Congress, June 14,
1777. In June of the previous year, General George Washington, Robert Morris, and Colonel George Ross went to the home of Betsy Ross in
Philadelphia, and presented a drawing which General Washington had made, and requested her to make a flag according to the sketch. Mrs. Ross
suggested some changes in the design, among which was that the stars be five pointed instead of six, as the five-pointed star is an ancient symbol of
authority and dominion, and later became a symbol in the Christian churches of the early centuries of our era. The flag was accordingly made, and
after due examination by Congress, the following resolution was passed: Resolved, That the Flag of the United States be thirteen stripes alternate red
and white, that the Union be thirteen stars white in a blue field representing a new constellation. The first battle in which the Stars and Stripes were
used was that of Fort Schuyler, in August, 1777. The colonial army was without an emblem, so one day, during the siege of the fort by the British
forces, a flag was made from old clothing, and before sunset, it was flying over the bastions of the fort. A large number of flags were made as
provided for by the resolution of Congress, and every division of the army was furnished with them. At Yorktown, when Cornwallis surrendered to
General Washington, in October, 1781, the Stars and Stripes were conspicuous on every hand, and Washington received General Cornwallis under a
large flag, which floated from...
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