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Createspace, United States, 2015. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****. IN order to
understand the condition of France in the fifteenth century, when Jeanne d Are, the noblest figure of profane history, appeared, and how it was that
so powerful and wealthy a country had sunk to the need of miraculous interposition to free her from the yoke of the invader, we must go back to
the fourteenth century. In the year 1314, Philip the Fair, King of France, died, leaving three sons. None of these had sons, so that they successively
occupied the throne. In 1328, the youngest was laid to rest in St. Denis, and the house of Capet, for the first time, since, from the ruins of the House of
Charlemagne, it had risen to the kingship, was without any direct heir. It is true, each of these three sons of Philip had left daughters, but these did
not count, because there was a law, known as the Salic law, from the Salian Franks, the most powerful of the great confederacy of tribes which had
followed Clovis to the conquest of Gaul, which prohibited women from reigning. After due consideration, the twelve peers of France conferred the
crown on Philip of Valois, the nephew of Philip the Fair, and his nearest kinsman in the male line. The granddaughters of Philip the Fair yielded to
their cousin, in consideration of certain concessions made to them, and a critical time seems to have been happily passed through, when a new
claimant for the French crown appeared. This was no less a personage than the splendid young king of England, Edward the Third, who grounded
his claim on his descent from his mother, Isabella of France, daughter of Philip the Fair. In...
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