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**xxx Excerpt from Self-Surveys by Teacher-Training Schools, 1917 No other enterprise in the United States is as important to its future welfare as its
teacher training. We may reorganize our systems, revolutionize our courses of study, introduce innovations of scheme and scope, increase salaries,
insure pensions, and mass endowments, but none nor all of these can appreciably raise our standard of education unless we improve our teacher
training. Wherever the Stars and Stripes fly there is immediate and urgent need for helps in training teachers prior to and during their service as
teachers. The first and longest step forward is for each teacher-training school to analyze its present program, methods, and needs. No commercial
enterprise would be permitted to go on for a very long period without an exhibit of assets and liabilities and profits and losses, and a showing of
present condition. To record the transactions and progress of such business, books of account are kept, and exhibits, drawn from the facts as set
down in these books, are made to show the owners the condition of the business and the results of their venture. It is comparatively easy to make
such showings in financial matters, for records are kept in recognized units of material values, and trial balances and profit-and-loss statements are
set down in terms which depend merely upon a correct count of these recognized units. Well-devised and accepted systems of showing business
facts have been established and recognized experts in commercial accounting are at hand to record transactions and to exhibit results in balance
sheets and statements which are easily read and commonly understood. Until very recently, however, our most important public enterprise - the...
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