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*****.Excerpt from Two Indian Reformers As, however, in his pride, he had taken no precautions to render himself secure against man, he remained
vulnerable from that quarter, provided a mortal could be found who was capable of coping with him. At the request of the gods, Vishnu consented
to become incarnate as Rama, the eldest son of Dasharatha, King of Oudh. By a palace intrigue he is banished from the court, and lives as an
outcast with his wife Sita, and his faithful brother Lakshmana in the forests of Central India. Ravana finds Sita and carries her oD in Rama s
absence. Rama, with the aid of the forest tribes, fancifully depicted as monkeys, of whom the well-known Hanuman was the chief, invaded Ceylon,
attacked and burnt Lanka, Ravana s capital, and slew the demon. By this time the term of his banishment had expired, and he returned to Oudh,
where he ascended the throne, reigned gloriously, and died in the ordinary course of nature. This is the end of the old pre-bhakti story. On Rama s
death Vishnu ceased to be incarnate, becoming again the same nebulous deity that he had been previously and remaining so till the occasion of his
next incarnation. Rama was worshipped as an incarnation of Vishnu. His exploits were recorded by a great writer in the well-known Sanskrit poem,
the Ramayana, and men looked back to his life on earth as an event in past history, - over and done with, - for which they could show gratitude, but
which did not pretend to offer hope for the future. In the course of time, learned Hindus became acquainted with Nestorian Christianity...
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