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Resource Publications (CA), 2015. Hardback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Preparing for
ministry involves more than the acquisition of certain skills. The shape of a disciple s soul as he or she embarks on this journey is as important if not
more so than learning how to exegete a text or engage in pastoral care. Ministry is not easy, and the preparation for this form of Christian
discipleship is open to a variety of temptations, not least of which is a kind of despair over the paucity of one s own resources, or worse, the illusion
that one is better off relying on one s own talents and virtues. What is needed is bread for this journey, not necessarily exhortations to work harder,
but words of encouragement and grace that bear witness to the surprising reality that ministry is, in fact, a joyful gift. These notes from a dean, who
sought to help his students discover that joy in their study and preparation, bear witness to the One, whose life provides bread for every journey,
especially for the journey of pastoral ministry. In thinking about ministry, Currie combines honesty with hope, sound theology with practical advice,
joy with lament. Though he offers his great insights as guidance and encouragement for new pastors, reading this book toward the end of my
ministry can testify there is sustaining nourishment here for the seasoned (fatigued? despondent?) pastor too. Nobody does a better job
encouraging us pastors in our vocation and giving us what we need for this demanding, joyful journey that is the pastoral ministry. --Will Willimon,
United Methodist bishop, retired, and Professor of the Practice of Christian Ministry, Duke Divinity School Bread for the Journey is a doxology sung
in theological, pastoral, and ecclesiological language....
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