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Mittal Publications, New Delhi, 2002. N.A. Book Condition: New. Viii+262pp The book explains critically the process of formation of the industrial
workers into a class and mobilisation of this class in support of the nationalist movement in the Madras Presidency during the period, 1928-1939. It
highlights the role of the social and economic milieus, the Indian National Congress, the working class organisations, the radical literature, the
radical press and the repressive measures of the Colonial State in influencing the class consciousness and promoting the nationalist spirit among
the workers. The rising consciousness of the working class expressed itself in the form of a series of prolonged strikes in Textiles, Jute, Sugar,
Tobacco Railways and the other unorganised industries. The book also analyses the relationship between the working class movement and the
struggle for freedom. It focuses on the di erent forms of working class participation in the national struggle. It probes into the question of why and
how the working class most actively participated in the ongoing national movement. It delineates the labour policy of the first Congress Ministry and
its attempts to bring forward some labour welfare measures in the presidency. The book is mostly based on unpublished documents, contem-
porary news papers, oral evidences and o icial publications. It will be quite useful to all those interested in the history of working class movements
and the nationalist movement in India.
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