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Condition: New. Publisher/Verlag: De Gruyter | The series publishes state-of-the-art work on core
areas of linguistics across theoretical frameworks as well as studies that provide new insights by
building bridges to neighbouring fields such as neuroscience and cognitive science. The series
considers itself a forum for cutting-edge research based on solid empirical data on language in its
various manifestations, including sign languages. It regards linguistic variation in its synchronic
and diachronic dimensions as well as in its social contexts as important sources of insight for a
better understanding of the design of linguistic systems and the ecology and evolution of language.
| This monograph addresses fundamental syntactic issues of classifier constructions, based on a
thorough study of a typical classifier language, Mandarin Chinese. It shows that the contrast
between count and mass is not binary. Instead, there are two independently attested features:
Numerability, the ability of a noun to combine with a numeral directly, and Delimitability, the ability
of a noun to be modified by a delimitive modifier, such as size, shape, or boundary modifier.
Although all nouns in Chinese are non-count nouns, there is still a mass/non-mass contrast, with
mass nouns selected by individuating classifiers and non-mass nouns selected...
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