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better understanding of the design of linguistic systems and the ecology and evolution of language.
| This monograph addresses fundamental syntactic issues of classifier constructions, based on a

E thorough study of a typical classifier language, Mandarin Chinese. It shows that the contrast
between count and mass is not binary. Instead, there are two independently attested features:
Numerability, the ability of a noun to combine with a numeral directly, and Delimitability, the ability
of a noun to be modified by a delimitive modifier, such as size, shape, or boundary modifier.
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