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means unity in time, for the present is but the outgrowth of the past, and the future of the present. It
means unity of process, for there seems to be no sharp dividing line between organic and inorganic,
physical and mental, mental and spiritual. And the unity of modern science means also a growing
tendency toward cooperation, so that by working together scientists discover much that would else
have remained hid. This book illustrates the modern trend toward unity in all of these ways. First, it
is a companion volume to Earth and Sun. That volume is a discussion of the causes of weather, but
a consideration of the weather of the present almost inevitably leads to a study of the climate of the
past. Hence the two books were written originally as one, and were only separated from
considerations of convenience. Second, the unity of nature is so great that when a subject such as
climatic changes is considered, it is almost impossible to avoid other subjects, such as the
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