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New Strategies for acknowledged that internal reform of the public schools has produced little, if any, success. This

Educational Excellence has led to renewed interest in alternative forms of educational delivery to devolve decision-making
Richard K. Vedder through charter s.chools, public and private voucher plans, contra(fting out eduFational s.ervices,
e el by Clhasia B I d6 and home schooling. However, such reforms have largely been resisted by public school interest
groups, including teacher unions, state departments of education, colleges of education, and
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THE INDEPENDENT INSTITUTE Less attention has been given to another option that has been quietly growing in importance:

private, for-profit schools. Firms in the private sector are typically more productive and responsive
to consumer demands than their public sector counterparts. Can Teachers Own Their Own
n Schools? examines the economics, history, and politics of education and argues that public schools
o should be privatized. Privatized public schools would benefit from competition, market discipline,
and the incentives essential to produce cost-effective educational quality, and attract the additional
funding and expertise needed to revolutionize school systems. Drawing...
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