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pages. Original publisher: Washington, DC : Dept. of Veterans Affairs, Office of Inspector General,
2007 OCLC Number: (OCoLC)298564358 Subject: Suicide -- Prevention. Excerpt: . . . Implementing
VHAs Mental Health Strategic Plan Initiatives for Suicide Prevention seen a physician in the month
before their death. Among the older adult male sub-population, the majority tend not to seek
mental health treatment. However, studies indicate that many who commit suicide have seen their
primary care provider within the 18 month of their death. In 2002, the VA National Center for Patient
Safety ( NCPS ) looked at a convenience B C sample of 400 suicide and parasuicide root cause
analysis ( RCA ) reports from VA medical centers, relying heavily upon narrative detail in each RCA.
The review, which included 10 inpatient suicides, 293 outpatient suicides, 47 inpatient parasuicides,
and 45 outpatient parasuicides, indicated that 34 percent of patients had made a previous attempt.
Of these patients, 42 percent had a history of alcohol dependence, 19 percent a history of street
drug dependence, and 16 percent a history of prescription medicine dependence. For the total 400
patients, the last...
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