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Dimensions: 11.0in. x 8.5in. x 0.2in.In the summer and fall of 1989, while American attention focused on events in Eastern Europe which heralded the
end of the Cold War, developments in Panama raised the possibility of combat much closer to home. Operations in Panama would test the changes
to the U. S. military command system brought about by the Goldwater- Nichols Defense Reorganization Act of 1986. Panama would also try the
team at the head of that systemPresident George H. W. Bush, Secretary of Defense Richard B. Cheney, and the new Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of
Staff (CJCS), General Colin L. Powell, U. S. Army. Strengthened by personal relationships formed during earlier administrations, this team would, in
a large measure, determine the operational success of the Goldwater-Nichols reforms. Widely viewed as the most significant defense legislation
since the National Security Act of 1947, Goldwater-Nichols sought to streamline the command and control of U. S. military forces engaged in
contingency operations. In 1988, as relations with Panama deteriorated, the commander of U. S. Southern Command (SOUTHCOM), General
Frederick F. Woerner, Jr., U. S. Army, had developed a strategy which gradually increased the strength of U. S. forces in Panama to deter the
dictator, General Manuel Noriega, from attacking U. S. citizens or interfering with the Panama Canal. If deterrence failed, Woerner planned to bring
in additional forces from the United States over a three-week period before taking action against Noriega. But after Noriega overturned the results
of the Panamanian election of May 1989, President Bush lost patience with General Woerners approach and replaced him with General Maxwell R.
Thurman, U. S. Army. Aggressive by nature, Thurman modified the BLUE SPOON plan to...
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