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***x* Excerpt from A Reply to the Rev. Isaac Nelson, of Belfast, and Rev. William Dobbin, of Anaghlone; Or, Revivalism, Assurance, the Witness of the
Spirit Defended: In Speeches Delivered at the General Assembly, June 12, 1866 The debate, of which the following speeches are a part, had its origin
in what is called The Revival. Its history thus goes back so far as 1859. The special and prevailing religious anxiety of that remarkable year was
believed, by most men of intelligence and piety in Ulster, to be a genuine work of the Holy Spirit. Some there were, however, who could not so
regard it, but deemed it rather a superficial and spurious excitement, the product of artificial machinery and sensational devices. These men,
satisfied of the soundness of their opinion, gave the movement decided and unsparing opposition. Foremost of them - the busiest and the boldest -
in the Presbyterian church, were two ministers - the Rev. Isaac Nelson, of Donegal Street, Belfast, and the Rev, William Dobbin, of Anaghlone, in the
Presbytery of Banbridge. Many of those who professed to be graciously visited during the Revival, professed also the experience of the sweetest
peace, and the fullest assurance. Assurance became thus with them a favourite doctrine, and in their social converse, and religious meetings,
occupied a very prominent position - a position of greater prominence, and significance than had been assigned to it in former years by older
Christians, or than experienced Theologians were inclined to admit. With some Revivalists, it was the testing shibboleth of the new birth, the sine qua
non of a state of grace, the sum and substance, the allin all...
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