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Rarebooksclub.com, United States, 2012. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 246 x 189 mm. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on
Demand *****.This historic book may have numerous typos and missing text. Purchasers can download a free scanned copy of the original book
(without typos) from the publisher. Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1893 Excerpt: .to those associated together from the beginning. This is, primarily, the
idea I meant to bring before the reader. Let me, however, add that I had in my mind at the time I penned the words the thought that there was a
purpose in this original association, that it was not fortuitous but designed--nor do I now desire in anywise to qualify the term almost unconsciously
so employed. If Mr. Tansley asks what are accidental adaptations, let me briefly instance the case of exotic insects through man s agency imported
into a country where the indigenous flora is distinct from that of the creatures native habitat. A large proportion of them would probably perish for
want of saitable food--possibly all. Some few, however, might contrive to exist--some few even flourish upon plants diJering from their natural
food, e.g., the wellknown instance of silkworms feeding upon lettuce leaves. In many instances both animals and plants so introduced have so
eJectually adapted themselves to their new conditions, to the detriment of the natives, that they have not only brought about the latter s decrease,
but oKen their actual extirpation. It cannot be said that in these instances the mutual adaptations of the introduced plants or animals are other
than accidental, since the change has been brought about by no purely natural process but solely through the agency of man. On the other hand
these same creatures--say insects--in their native habitat feed upon its indigenous flora, and in process...
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