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what. Is true of one organization whether in camp or in the field, is to a certain extent, true of others. The drill, the guard duty and the camp sports
are essentially the same, and since war means killing, the methods adopted for this purpose in every action, are practicallv the same. The Twenty-
third Maine Regiment served its term of enlistment in doing guard dutv on the Potomac, from Alexandria to Harper s Ferry. It had no en gagcment
with the enemy, and yet the death rate was uncommonly large, thereby indicating the character of its service The Seventh Maine Battery joined the
army of the Potomac in the march to the Wilder ness, and participated in all the subsequent engage ments of that gallant army. There were a
number of men, including the writer, who served in both of these organizations and had the varied experience incident to both. There were no two
organizations that left the State to aid in putting down the rebel lion, that contained a greater proportion of first class men than the two under
consideration. Besides a large number of independent farmers, there were college graduates, merchants, mechanics. Teachers and other
professional men. They enlisted from purely patriotic motives, and served with an eye single to the preservation of the Union. More than thirty years
have elapsed since the regiment was organized, and many of those who survived the war, have since gone the way of all the earth. The scope oi this
work will admit of...
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