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made that visit to Hawkeye, the Hawkins family and Col. Sellers would not now be dancing attendance upon Congress, and endeavoring to tempt
that immaculate body into one of those appropriations, for the benefit of its members, which the members find it so difficult to explain to their
constituents; and Laura would not be lying in the Tombs, awaiting her trial for murder, and doing her best, by the help of able counsel, to corrupt
the pure fountain of criminal procedure in New York. If Henry Brierly had been blown up on the first Mississippi steamboat he set foot on, as the
chances were that he would be, he and Col. Sellers never would have gone into the Columbus Navigation scheme, and probably never into the East
Tennessee Land scheme, and he would not now be detained in New York from very important business operations on the Pacific coast, for the sole
purpose of giving evidence to convict of murder the only woman he ever loved half as much as he loves himself....
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