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Oldenburg, 50 entries in the bibliography, language: English, abstract: This paper contains an
analysis of the rhetoric that was employed by President George W. Bush to describe the events and
their consequences. This interest arises from the assumption that the presidential rhetoric had a
powerful influence on the chainof events that followed after the attack on the WTC and that many if
not most of theinitial reactions were based on meanings that were constructed by the government.
Itis the task of this essay to show that the most crucial influences that the Presidenthad on the
discourse were his constructions of the American people and the terroristenemies and his definition
of the 9/11 attacks as an act of war.The rhetoric that was used to convey these concepts is, in its
terminology and imagery, specific to America. It largely works, as this essay intends to show, within
a specifically American framework of cultural references. 108 pp....
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