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variation from year to year. Table 1: Reported lodine and Palladium Purchase Prices, July 2003-June 2004 Number of Coefficient of hospitals
variation for Number of Estimated reported reporting mean price per the mean a b ¢ Type of source purchases purchases source estimate lodine 1,
926 52 29. 54 1. 59 Palladium 941 40 45. 35 0. 68 Source: GAO survey of purchase prices from July 2003 through June 2004. a A reported purchase
refers to an individual hospitals purchase of a given quantity of the radioactive source at a particular price on a specific date. b The estimated
mean price per source is weighted according to the methodology described in app. I. ¢ The coefficient of variation measures the magnitude of
dispersion around the mean. In statistical terms, a coefficient of variation below 10 percent is considered to be low. ( See Morris H. Hansen, William
N. Hurwitz, and William G. Madow, Sample Survey Methods and Theory ( New York: John Wiley and Sons, 1953 ), 124, 129-130. ) Although CMS uses
ASP data to set a prospective rate for certain high-cost drugs, CMS currently does not have ASP data for radioactive sources used in brachytherapy.
However, we found that OPPS claims provide a reasonably accurate source of data for setting a prospective rate for iodine and palladium sources.
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