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The Minister s Black Veil is a short story written by Nathaniel Hawthorne. It was first published in the 1836 edition of The Token and Atlantic Souvenir,
edited by Samuel Goodrich. It later appeared in Twice-Told Tales, a collection of short stories by Hawthorne published in 1837. The story begins with
the sexton standing in front of the meeting-house, ringing the bell. He is to stop ringing the bell when the Reverend Mr. Hooper comes into sight.
However, the congregation is met with an unusual sight: Mr. Hooper is wearing a black semi-transparent veil that obscures all of his face but his
mouth and chin from view. This creates a stir among the townspeople, who begin to speculate about his veil and its significance. As he takes the
pulpit, Mr. Hooper s sermon is on secret sin and is tinged, rather more darkly than usual, with the gentle gloom of Mr. Hooper s temperament. This
topic concerns the congregation who fear for their own secret sins as well as their minister s new appearance. After the sermon, a funeral is held for
a young lady of the town who has died. Mr. Hooper stays for the funeral and continues to wear his now more appropriate veil. It is said that if the
veil were to blow away, he might be fearful of her glance. Mr. Hooper says a few prayers and the body is carried away. Two of the mourners say
that they have had a fancy that the minister and the maiden s spirit were walking hand in hand. That night another occasion arises, this time a
joyous one-a wedding. However, Mr. Hooper arrives in his...
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