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Createspace Independent Publishing Platform, United States, 2016. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on
Demand *****.Sometimes we don t know whether to laugh or to cry. That quandary has been especially poignant during the rise of Donald Trump.
The great French essayist Michel de Montaigne wrote that two philosophers in ancient Greece were divided on this question. Finding the human
condition so ridiculous, Democritus never stepped out of his door without a mocking laugh, while Heraclitus, full of compassion for the state of
humanity, was always weeping. Montaigne wrote that he prefers laughter, not because it is more pleasant than crying but because it shows more
disdain. That is the essence of these poetic invectives, written from a decidedly Democratic point of view, in both senses. The author does not claim
they are genuine poetry and would not be unhappy if they came across as doggerel. For as one reader pointed out, doggerel is what these people
deserve. On the other hand, that form is usually defined as comic verse with irregular rhythm, but the rhythm of these poetic invectives is actually
perfectly regular, even if the rhymes are at times outlandish. These poems are meant to be read aloud. Each is based on an actual news story, and
the political ones are arranged as written, in chronological order. They form a kind of history of the American political scene from September 2015
through August 2016. All 50 states are represented, though some more often than others, as they seem for some reason to attract more ridiculous
goings-on. Tennessee and Texas come to mind. There are 156 of these humorous poems in all, of which 48 are devoted to--or rather, attack--Donald

Trump. But the rest of the Republican clown car take their lumps as well....
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