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Createspace Independent Publishing Platform, United States, 2016. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on
Demand *****.CHAPTER |. THE RUDIMENTARY ARITHMETIC OF PREMATURE DEATH. Of the twenty-five millions (25,000,000) of people who form the
population of England and Wales, half a million or thereabout (500,000) die, on the average, every year. Of these deaths one-tenth only (50,000) are
of persons who have reached the full term of life, namely, seventy- five years and upwards; nine-tenths are premature, that is to say, are deaths of
persons whose lives have been cut short before the expiration of their natural term. Somewhat less than one-fourth of the 450,000 persons who
every year die prematurely (24 per cent. - 100,000) die in infancy; somewhat over four-tenths (41 per cent. = 184,500), including those who die in
infancy, die by the time the fifth year of life is completed; the deaths of the remaining six-tenths nearly (59 per cent. = 266,000) are distributed pretty
equally over the. period of life between childhood and old age. Premature death, as here considered, comprehends all deaths except deaths from
old age. The distinction is not a mere verbal redundancy. It marks a point of view from which the contemplation of death is best approached for the
purposes of health preservation whether in its public or its private aspects. A just sense of the gravity and scope of the questions involved in the
advancement of the health, whether of a community, or of a household, or of an individual, is in the main dependent upon the accuracy of our
conceptions as to the prematureness of the vastly greater number of the deaths which occur among a population. The foundation of preventive
medicine - or, as it is termed in its more familiarly known aspect, sanitary...
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