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Bishops talent was not exclusively appropriated to the stage: a sacred cantata, The Seventh Day, was written in fulfilment of a commission from the
Philharmonic Society in 1833; an oratorio, The Fallen Angel, and the Ode for the installation of the Earl of Derby at Oxford in 1853 (his last work),
have not been published; and a countless number of songs, duets, and other detached pieces, swell the list of his very voluminous compositions. A
rare and very high compliment was paid to the genius of Bishop, in the summer of 1839, by the lovers of music in Manchester, who then gave a
concert consisting exclusively of his music which they invited him to conduct, and the proceeds of which they presented to him as a testimonial of
their estimation of the services he had rendered his art. In 1840, after Mr. Knyvetts retirement from the office, Bishop was occasionally engaged as
conductor of the Concerts of Ancient Music; and from 1843 till the discontinuance of these performances in 1848, he was the sole conductor. This
appointment brought him under the notice of Prince Albert, who was one of the Directors of the Concerts, taking turn with his royal, noble, and
reverend colleagues to select the music for particular nights. It is believed to have been at the Princes suggestion that Bishop was singled out from
all English musicians for the...
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