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T RIPS AGREEMENT  OF T HE WT O: IMPLIC AT IONS AND C HALLENGES FOR BANGLADESH      
(HARDBAC K)

Cambridge Scholars Publishing, United Kingdom, 2013. Hardback. Condition: New. Unabridged edition. Language: English . Brand New Book. This
book examines the application of the World Trade Organization s (WTO) Agreement on Trade-Related Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights (TRIPS)
in the fields of agriculture, public health and economic development in a Least Developed Country (LDC) such as Bangladesh. In particular, it
evaluates the question whether the TRIPS one-size-fits-all approach compulsorily applicable for all countries, irrespective of their development
standing, fulfils the developmental needs of Bangladesh and other such LDCs in the fields of agriculture, public health and economic development.
The book shows that the TRIPS introduction of IPRs in the name of Plant Varieties Protection (PVP) and patents not only secures private sector
investment in agriculture but also brings traditional agricultural practices within the spectrum of private monopoly, increases the price of
agricultural products and forces people into dependency on engineered seeds and other agricultural inputs. To guard against such trade rules, this
book recommends that Bangladesh should incorporate the TRIPS flexibilities in the form of redefining patentable invention, choosing between
patents and PVP and providing for compulsory licensing. This book also reveals that the TRIPS patenting in pharmaceuticals encourages
innovations by ensuring royalty collections and protects public health by raising standards of living. However, patenting oCers exclusivity to
pharmaceutical companies, extending the duration of the patent term and establishing their control over production, supply and distribution. Such
control results in exclusivity over drug pricing. The flexibilities of the compliance deadline, compulsory licensing, and parallel importation built into
the TRIPS are set to tackle untenable situations arising from patenting exclusivity. However, patent laws in most LDCs are out-dated in terms of
dealing with such flexibilities. Given this, the research recommends that Bangladesh should invoke the TRIPS flexibilities. The author of this...
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