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*****.There s a secret language between women . . . a smile, a sigh, a tear flowing down a cheek. They understand. How? They just do. It s been
going on for as long as time, and will go on forevermore. They understand both happiness and deep sorrow, and, when they are lifelong friends,
there is nothing they won t do to go to the rescue of another. This particular gaggle counted four and sometimes five, although it could expand on
occasion to welcome a male or two into their confidences. But the immediate four were inseparable. A day didn t go by that they each didn t speak
to one or another. Living far apart was their enemy, but, each year, they met on the Outer Banks of North Carolina to reminisce about the times of
their youth in a small junior college in the Shenandoah Valley of Virginia, where they had met, lived together, and vowed an eternity of sisterhood.
So far, all these gatherings had gone perfectly. Then, one day, the invitation arrived. What invitation, you ask? Why the one that was going to
change all their lives. It came from Dixie Lee Callaway, and we all know someone just like her, the one who takes the oxygen out of the air when she
arrives, and you don t ever feel quite well again. She too had gone to school with them, but she hadn t surfaced for decades, so why now? That is
where this tale begins. With its mix of Southern hospitality and Yankee ingenuity, this story will take you on a ride that will make you laugh
uproariously one minute and cry...
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